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Introduction
This report documents archaeological monitoring activities carried out for one day in
December of 2001 at the Citico Site, 40HA65, under the direction of Nicholas Honerkamp. The
monitoring was in conjunction with construction work at the location of the former Sandbar
restaurant. Demolition of the foundations of the former structure had revealed a high vertical
profile that contained two prehistoric burial pits beneath a midden stratum. Honerkamp had
noticed the presence of the burials and reported them to the Hamilton County Medical
Examiner's Office on Wednesday, November 28. Thomas Bodkin of that office met with
Honerkamp at the site on November 29 and confirmed the presence of human bone in both
burials. At that point developer Lawton Haygood was contacted and a meeting was arranged
between Tennessee State Archaeologist Nick Fielder, Haygood, Honerkamp and Bodkin, and
local Native American representatives. It was agreed that the burials would not be disturbed by
further construction, that they would be covered to protect them from looters, and that some
archeological monitoring of construction activities would be required.
The two burial pits that were seen in the profile were labeled #1 and #2. Burial #1 was a
straight-sided pit with a slightly rounded bottom. It contained gray brown fill that contrasted with
the uniformly dark brown alluvial matrix around it. It measured 3.5 ft wide (east-west) and
extended 2.7 ft below the midden. The bottom of the burial pit was approximately 3.0 ft above
the construction surface. Human long bones appeared in the bottom left corner of the pit. It did
not appear to cut through the midden, and was therefore an earlier feature than the midden above
it. No artifacts were collected from the pit that might accurately date the burial by association.
Given the extensive size of this feature, it most likely contains a high status individual, or a
multiple burial.
About 30.1 ft to the west of this feature was Burial #2. It also was created prior to or
contemporaneous with the midden deposit. The bottom of the feature was 4.0 ft above the
construction ground surface, reflecting it's small size: 2.8 ft wide and only0.8ft high, reflecting
the truncated nature of the stratigraphy at this location. Apparently the midden had been cut
away, and possibly a portion of the burial as well, and modern fill had replaced the original
deposits. No temporally diagnostic artifacts were noted in the pit.
Fieldwork
At the suggestion of Mr. Nick Fielder, Tennessee State Archaeologist, the developer
agreed to protect the exposed burials and to fund limited, controlled monitoring of the
completion of sub-grade construction excavations in the project area in order to determine if
addition interments were present. It was understood that the developer did not have any
obligation concerning detailed archaeological data collection at the site, but rather was solely
responsible for protecting the exposed burials and to ensure proper legal treatment of any
additional that might be exposed within the project area.
By the time monitoring began, both burials exposed in the south wall of the excavation
had been sealed behind steel sheets welded to reinforcing rods driven into the profile, preventing
any further disturbance. Consequently, there were no additional observations made concerning
the burials during monitoring.
Adjacent to Amnicola Highway, removal of the former building foundations had lowered
the excavation floor well into nominally sterile light brown silt-clay soils. Roughly 30' (10m)
toward the river from the high standing profile remnants of a dark shell midden were present. It
was the objective of the monitoring to supervise the machine removal of these midden remnants
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to a sub-midden level. At the interface of midden and the underlying lighter sterile soils, deep
intrusive pit features could be observed and checked to determine if they were human interments.
Monitoring of the removal of the midden remnant took place on December 3, 2001. The
field crew consisted of Council, J. Coco, and M. Sanders, under the overall supervision of
Honerkamp. The field personnel enjoyed the full cooperation of the construction crew
supervised by J. R. McBryar.
The excavation area extended roughly 100 feet (30m) in an east-west axis, parallel to
Amnicola Highway and the Tennessee River, and roughly 70 feet (21m) north to south. The
modern ground surface and buried soil horizons sloped down sharply toward the river. Surface
contours ranged from 668' ASL along the highway to c. 657' near the river frontage. Final depth
of the construction excavation at the conclusion of monitoring resulted in an average floor
elevation of c. 657' ASL near the highway to c.652' toward the river. All profiles were topped
by modern fills and gravel paving materials up to 3' (1m) in thickness.
Along the highway frontage of the project area a buried anthroposol or midden zone was
evident at the base of the modern fills. From a depth of from 1 to 1.5' (30cm to 45cm) the
midden thinned to a few inches along the slope, perhaps due to soil profile truncation.
Freshwater mollusk debris was present in quantity in the very dark grayish brown midden soil in
the southern two-thirds of the excavation, but thinned to a light sporadic density in the north
excavation profile, where the alluvial soils were less intense in color. In the north excavation
profile, the soil was dark grayish brown silt loam with scattered charcoal, daub, shell, and pottery
being observed throughout the zone; no "sterile" underlying strata were exposed. The character
of the northern or river-side profile of the excavation is thought to reflect colluvial movement of
cultural material downslope from the midden proper.
Results
No systematic artifact or data collection procedures were employed during machine
clearing of the midden survivals within the construction footprint. Cultural material was
collected opportunistically from the dark midden soils, but contextual control on the excavation
floor was poor. Mollusk shells observed (but not necessarily collected) included bivalves,
periwinkle, and mesogastropoda. Osseous material, representing food bone debris, was also
recovered from the midden, but no species or element identifications were made. No
demonstrably human, disarticulated elements were recovered during monitoring of the midden
removal. Light, scattered fragments of charcoal were observed in the midden soils but not
collected, as was fired clay daub, which was sampled. Aboriginal pottery was scattered
throughout the midden soils as was a thin scatter of flint tools and chipping detritus. A corner
notched triangular point that is associated with the Woodland Period was recovered from the
center of the midden zone. This is the only artifact in the entire assemblage that is directly
associated with this deposit. A deer antler tine that may have been used as a fid was dislodged
from Burial #2 when it was initially toweled for inspection. It is not known if this artifact, and
some unidentified mammal fragments found with it, were initially included in the burial or were
simply part of the pit fill.
In the absence of any substantive, controlled artifact recovery from the burials or the
midden, it is impossible to accurately date the burials or midden formation. Aboriginal pottery
from the site include limestone-tempered pottery associated with Middle and Late Woodland
(Woodland II and III) and Mississippian I occupations, and shell-tempered types associated
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principally with Mississippian III or Dallas phase occupations. In particular, the tabular lug
handles at the rim and incised shell-tempered sherds indicate a Mississippian III association.
Our best interpretation of the site formation processes at this time is that a probable
Woodland III or Late Woodland shell midden was accreting at the time of Burial #1 and perhaps
Burial #2, although the latter was clearly disturbed and truncated by modem construction
activities. The shell-tempered ceramics on the site are the result of colluvial movements of
debris down the front slope of the T1 river levee adjacent to the well-documented Mississippian
III or Dallas occupation of the Citico platform mound and associated village immediately west
and south of the construction project. Almost surely a Mississippian component has been
stripped away during construction of the former restaurant and/or Amnicola Highway.
Within the limits of the construction excavation, machine clearing did not expose any
further human interments, nor were any other forms of cultural features observed in the submidden areas on the north half of the excavation area. The site was verbally released by
Honerkamp for continued construction, (at that point involving only the filling of the lower
elevations of the excavation to sub-grade elevations).
Artifacts recovered in an uncontrolled fashion from the floor and walls of the
construction excavation were washed and classified at the laboratory of the Jeffrey L. Brown
Institute of Archaeology at UT-Chattanooga. A complete listing of the recovered materials is
appended.
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Artifact Inventory
Monitoring at 40HA65

Field Specimen 1 Midden associated, profile; 11-29-01
Artifact class Artifact type
Lithics
Corner-notched triangular projectile point

Frequency Weight in grams
1
5.2g

Field Specimen 2 Burial #2 associated; 11-29-01
Artifact class Artifact type
Bone
Deer antler fid (?)
Unidentified mammal bone

Frequency Weight in grams
1
2

9.2g
8.1g

Field Specimen 3 Uncontrolled collections, midden zone, 12-3-01
Artifact class Artifact type
Frequency Weight in grams
Ceramics
Limestone-tempered plain
20
71.9g
Limestone-tempered cord marked
1
6.5g
Limestone-tempered brushed
2
18.1g
Limestone-tempered fabric-marked
2
21.6g
Limestone-tempered simple-stamped
2
14.4g
Shell-tempered plain
300.6g
7
Shell-tempered cord-marked
2
14.8g
Shell-tempered cross simple-stamped
2
30.0g
Shell-tempered incised
2
22.0g
Shell-tempered complicated-stamped
1
3.7g
Shell-tempered plain, tabular lug handle/rim 3
45.1g
Lithics
Flint shatterblock debris
4
155.4g
Flint cortical flakes
5
33.6g
Flint unutilized flakes
10
17.9g
Flint drill
1
12.7g
Flint hafted knife
1
7.6g
Quartz debris
1
11.7g
Unidentified species
11
105.5g
Shell
Unidentified species
18
40.0g
Bone
Fired-clay daub
22
83.8g
Other
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